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PREFACE

Living with Hosea has been an awesome privilege. 

For years his message has been a regular part of what I have pondered, 

read and taught. 

His remarkable role in human history and divine revelation 

has combined with an astounding literary skill 

to make an irreplaceable contribu​tion to my life. 

I cannot imagine myself as a human being, 

let alone as a believing person, 

without the deposit of Hosea’s political, moral and spiritual insights.

Not that I fully understand his book. 

Anyone who spends much time with Hosea and his fellow prophets 

will be frus​trated as well as enriched. 

They lived in a culture whose contours are not easy to reconstruct. 

They spoke a language that will always remain foreign to us. 

Moreover, they dealt with a vision of God's grandeur 


in creation, sovereignty in history and compassion for his people, 

that is both massive and mysterious. 

But what we can grasp is infinitely worth the effort: 

so all-encompassing is their vision 

and so pertinent to human life and destiny are their words.

The work of other scholars both added to and eased my labours. 

The literature on Hosea produced during the past forty years 

(a period to which, in the main, I arbitrarily restricted myself) 

is voluminous. 

I could only scratch the surface. 

But it includes some of the tiniest biblical com​mentaries ever written. 

Writing with the works of Hans Wal​ter Wolff, Francis Andersen and David Noel Freedman, James Mays, Edmond Jacob and Jorg Jeremias by my side 

has prompted not only scholarly admiration 

but a deeper understanding of what is meant by 

‘the communion of saints.'

The present commentary has sought to balance a number of emphases. 

The struc​tural and thematic unity of Hosea has been stressed, 

together with the variety of literary forms and stylistic techniques. 

The context and purpose of each passage 

have been examined as preparation 

for insights into the individual verses. 

The con​viction that each part can be understood 

only in relationship to its larger setting 

in the flow of the prophet’s work 

has dominated the approach. 

Theological implications have been sketched, 

and contributions to the rest of Scripture have been suggested.

The Revised Standard Version has served as a basic text. 


Its readings are usually italicized. 

The other major English versions have been particularly helpful in Hosea 



where the Hebrew text abounds with words, forms and structures 




that continue to baffle scholars. 

As one of the baffled, I ask the indulgence of readers 



who feel that they have to comb through a tangle of textual and lexical 



discussion to catch the gist of the prophet’s meaning. 


We have to take the text as it is 



and make the best of it. 


In parts of Hosea, there is no simple way to do that.
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